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INTRODUCTION


This is the second part of our study about angels. Angels are mentioned 100 times in the Old Testament (OT) and 193 times in the New Testament (NT). Cherubim, a lower level of angels, are mentioned 90 times in the OT and once in the NT. Seraphim, even lower than Cherubim, are angels with three pairs of wings; and they appear only once in the Bible (in Isaiah), and were involved in worship. The angels are created beings with various roles or responsibilities. They look like men and are often visible only to those with whom they speak The angels are beyond numbering (Hebrews 12:22). Some of the angels are fallen—such as their leader, Lucifer. Jesus is “much superior” to the angels (Hebrews 1:4, 6), whereas man is created “a little lower than the angels” (Psalm 8:5-6 and Hebrews 2:6-7). Yet, angels are responsible to minister to those people who are God’s children. Let us see what we can learn.
I.
ANGELIC ACTIONS SURROUNDING CHRIST’S BIRTH
1.
There were angelic announcements before Christ’s birth.
(1)
Gabriel told Zechariah that he would have a son—John (Luke 1:11-20).

(2)
Gabriel told Mary she would have a child—Jesus (Luke 1:26ff.).

(3)
An angel told Joseph to marry the pregnant Mary (Matthew 1:20-24).
2.
There were angelic announcements after Christ’s birth.

(1)
Angels announce the birth of Messiah to the shepherds (Text).

(2)
An angel tells Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt (Matthew 2:13).

(3)
An angel tells Joseph it is safe to return to Israel (Matthew 2:19).

Angelic appearances seem to increase around significant events! Certainly, the birth of Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is one of the most significant events ever.
II.
ANGELIC ACTIONS DURING CHRIST’S MINISTRY
1. Jesus tells His disciples that He saw Satan fall from heaven (Luke 10:18).
2. Jesus says angels that are responsible for children have unhindered access to God (Matt 18:10).

Much of Jesus’ ministry involved conflict with demons and demon-controlled people. Yet, He informs us that angels do something commonly not known—i.e., they take care of our children. We often say that it is a miracle that any child survives childhood. Actually, no child would survive childhood without this angelic ministry.
III.
ANGELIC ACTIONS AFTER CHRIST’S MINISTRY
1. Two angels appeared after the ascension of Christ and told the disciples He would “come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-11).
2. The archangel Michael will come with Jesus when He returns in the last days (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
CONCLUSION


We have seen some of the Scripture references that talk about the angels, but there are many others left unmentioned. Of the 190+ NT references to angels, I have obviously cited only a few, less than 10%. It seems readily apparent that angels play a large role in the NT. We need to understand and see that angels play a major role in many significant historical events, as well as in our lives. Angels proclaim Messiah’s birth and good news to us, they seek to guard us from danger—especially our children, and they help us live according to God’s plan. They minister to God’s children so that we may become more like Jesus.
“In the little village of Bethlehem, there lay a Child one day,
And the sky was bright with a holy light o’er the place where Jesus lay.

Alleluia! O how the angels sang. Alleluia! How it rang!

And the sky was bright with a holy light, ‘twas the birthday of a King.”
